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Overview - Container Ports Market in the UAE

Notes: GDP contribution is based on the transportation and logistics sector. Ports contribution is assumed to be closer to this given major trade happens through ports. Also, this 
does not capture the impact of industrial zones.

Major Ports Total TEU 
Capacity

Distinct 
Operators

Container 
Services Calling

Avg. TEU 
Vessel Capacity

6 31mn 6 70 7k

Non-oil GDP 
Contribution

7%*
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Abu Dhabi Ports – Enabler of trade

CSP TERMINAL

Services offered

• Container terminals (ADT & CSP)

• Cargo handling

• RoRo handling

• Cruise terminal

• Marine services

• Container freight station (CFS)

Services offered

• Industrial leasing

• Warehouse leasing

• Office desk leasing

• Set-up support services

• Landside logistic solutions
Services offered

• Tech assistance to ADP, DoT, 
other govt. departments

Port side services

Digital 
solutions

Regions largest 
manufacturing, industrial 

and logistics hub

Industrial and 
logistic solutions

Ports and terminals in 
the UAE and Guinea11

Private jetties in
Mussafah region50+

410 SQKM

Digital transactions 
processed through 

Maqta Gateway

17M +
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World Trade Growth – Historical Trends

Globalisation

Containerisation of cargo

Global competition

Focus on supply chain / logistics

Alliances and co-operations

While GDP, merchandise trade and seaborne trade are interlinked, seaborne 
trade outgrew world GDP and rose at a CAGR of over 3% from about 3 bn tons in 
1980 to over 10 bn tons in 2016
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Key Challenges Faced by the Maritime Industry

Moves towards further 
consolidation in recent years resulting 
in downward pressures on margins

Investments for meeting and monitoring 
IMO 2020 fuel emission requirements 
(Sulphur cap reduction to 0.5% )

Softening global demand and 
economy with outlook for a downturn in 
the short to medium term period

Increased trend towards domestic 
protectionism with the growing number 
of sanctions and import tariffs and taxes

Recent surveys conducted by several leading maritime organisations revealed the following as the 
key challenges that are being dealt with by the industry on the forefront:

Increasing ship sizes cause logistical 
hurdles for port operators during peak 
seasons requiring high investment

1
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Key Drivers of Future Growth – Ports Industry

Maqta Gateway

Association with China

Port Infrastructure upgrade 
and automation

Planned acquisitions

MSC, COSCO & MICCO

Shift in 
demographic 
concentration

Digitalisation

Evolving shipping 
industry

Partnerships and 
one stop shop 

solutions

Increase non-
core offerings 

(cruise, services)

Global drivers AD Ports response
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China – A Major Player in World Trade

Source: CEIC, Deloitte

‘09-’17 CAGR at Chinese ports 
as against global trend of less 
than 5%

Contribution to the global 
GDP growth

7 out of top 10 container ports are located in China

Ranking in terms of container 
cargo handling ahead of USA

China’s dominance in the Ports industry One Belt One Road (OBOR) initiative

- Launched in 2013

- Objective is to enhance the connectivity with a unified 
transportation code for the member countries

- Enhance the connectivity through land modes (Belt) and 
water modes (Road)

- Expected to be completed by 2049

- Involves about 68 countries including infrastructure 
development

- Expected budget at over USD 6 trillion

- Project has kick started with initial developments in 
Gwadar Port partly completed

#1

8.8%
30%
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Existing and Future Routes on the Silk Road

Source: Eurostat, Alphaliner, Roland Berger, FELB, UIC, JMC, JIFFA, ADPorts Analysis 

Current silk road OBOR – economic corridors
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Trade Flows on the Silk Route

Silk Road routes by transportation mode

Europe

Asia

Rail routeSea route

Transport mode between both markets (%)

Sea

Air

Rail

Trade flow between both markets (%)

65.00
%

35.00
% Eastbound

Westbound

96.85
%

1.96%1.20%

Source: IMF, World Bank

Of the Silk Road volumes (317 Mtn in 2016), the majority travels by sea (97%)



1010

KIZAD Area A

KIZAD 
Area B

Abu Dhabi Ports – Partnering in the OBOR Initiative (1/2)

Source: AD Ports Analysis

Abu Dhabi Ports has signed a KIZAD land deal with JOCIC for an area of over 2 sqkm to enable 
Chinese investment into Abu Dhabi.

The project has already gained traction with signing/advanced stage discussions with over 20 
Chinese companies for investment including Chinese Tyre manufacturer, RoadBot who will invest 
AED 2.2bn in their plant for which groundbreaking works commenced this year.

Abu Dhabi Ports and KIZAD are also currently working with several Chinese giants (outside of 
JOCIC) to attract investments into Abu Dhabi and hence play a significant role in the OBOR initiative.

P O R T S

Abu Dhabi Ports is partnering with certain key Chinese players in the Ports and logistics 
sector to ensure that UAE prospers, as part of the OBOR plans

COSCO 
terminal

Abu Dhabi Ports partnered with 
COSCO SHIPPING Ports to 
operate CSP Abu Dhabi Terminal 
at Khalifa Port as the regional 
hub for COSCO’s global 
network of 37 ports with a 
maximum capacity of 2.5m TEUs.

This strategic partnership 
will enable Khalifa Port to 
be a key destination for 
cargo shipped by the 
“Ocean Alliance”.

K I Z A D

Abu Dhabi Ports and 
COSCO are working 
together on various 
other potential 
partnerships globally.
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AD Ports – Partnering in the OBOR Initiative (2/2)

Source: AD Ports Analysis

Other relationships

Abu Dhabi Ports is partnering with certain key Chinese players in the Ports and logistics 
sector to ensure the UAE prospers as part of the OBOR plans

Maqta Gateway works with COSCO to 
provide technology solutions at Khalifa 
Port.

MICCO is working with COSCO to 
provide a one-stop logistics solution 
for the “Ocean Alliance” cargo being 
handled at CSP Abu Dhabi Terminal.

Abu Dhabi Ports is also investing in 
employees to manage the Chinese 
corridor and marketing initiatives aimed 
at the Chinese market players. 

Provide marine services in terms of 
pilotage, towage and others for all the 
vessels calling at CSP Abu Dhabi 
Terminal.

The CSP Abu Dhabi Terminal at Khalifa 
Port includes the largest  Container 
Freight Station (CFS) in the Middle 
East which will assist in boosting 
capacity at Khalifa Port to more than 9.1 
million TEUs by 2024.

CSP Abu Dhabi Terminal and JOCIC 
developments have enabled a 
significant flow of commodities from 
Chinese suppliers into Abu Dhabi.
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Key Takeaways

The maritime industry (shipping and ports) is currently encountering some significant 
changes.

1

3

2

4

The earlier drivers of sector growth being replaced by newer concepts including 
digitalization, integrated logistics etc.

The industry is looking at a challenging market in the medium term, given issues 
including economic downturn and trade wars.

Embracing these changes through developing appropriate skill sets, investing in 
technology and forming appropriate partnerships with key players will be key to success 
going forward.
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THANK YOU
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